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� FCC drastically redefines their 

definition of “broadband” 
� Set up a new Win8 computer 

without a Microsoft account 
� HDD vs SSD shootout 
� Windows 10 to be a free upgrade 

with release sometime this summer. 
�  A heads up (sorry for the pun) on 

Virtual Reality and Augmented 
Reality. 

� Replace Adobe Reader 
� Block most website ads) 
 

 
FCC REVISES DEFINITION OF 

BROADBAND 
- BIGTIME! - 

 
The FCC has recently redefined 

broadband as greater than 25Mbps 

download speed - it was previously 
defined as 4Mbps.  Click on this link 
to read the official FCC web page 
announcing the redefinition - 
http://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-
finds-us-broadband-deployment-not-
keeping-pace 
 
If you have DSL, which maxes out at 
around 7Mbps download speed, you 
are now among the underprivileged 
without true broadband internet. 
 
In our area, only cable provides an 
internet connection that meets the new 
FCC definition of broadband.  
Premium cable residential internet 
service around here is currently 
running around 60Mbps down and 
3Mbps up, with super-premium 
service at over 90Mbps down.   
 

 
SET UP NEW WINDOWS 8 
COMPUTER WITHOUT A 
MICROSOFT ACCOUNT 

 
In the December 2014 issue I noted In 
the December 2014 issue I noted that 
you don’t need a Microsoft Account to 
use Windows 8.  The reference I listed 
was for handling this during an 
upgrade from Win8 to 8.1.   

 
Here is a better link that provides easy 
step-by-step instructions for setting up 
a new Windows 8 or 8.1 computer 
without a Microsoft account. 
 
http://www.intowindows.com/how-to-
install-windows-8-1-without-
microsoft-account/ 
 
This link also provides instructions for 
changing your Win8/8.1 logon from a 
Microsoft Account to a Local logon. 
 
Why would you want a local logon 
instead of a Microsoft Account logon?  
Here is the difference: 
 
A Microsoft Account logon allows 
you to easily download apps from the 
Microsoft Store.  These are essentially 
the same lightweight programs that 
you would download to your 
Windows 8 tablet or phone.  Some of 
these apps are free and some are not, 
though few apps are more than $5 or 
so.  A MS Account logon also makes 
it easier to synchronize data between 
different Win8 computers, or a Win8 
computer and a Win8 tables. 
 
If you are not interested in using apps, 
and are concerned about logging onto 
a Microsoft Account whenever you 
use your computer, then a Local 
account would be more to your liking. 
 

 
HDD vs SSD 

 
If you read recent issues of this 
newsletter, or of almost any computer 
magazine, you know that Solid State 
Drives (SSD) have come down in 
price and are faster than Hard Disc 
Drives (HDDs) that are on most 
computers nowadays. 
 
As a follow-up, I decided measure just  
how much faster a computer runs with 
a SSD compared to the same computer 
with a HDD.  I recently replaced the 
HDD on my wife’s computer with a 
SDD and ran before-and-after 
comparisons with a stopwatch. 

 
Computer start time until Windows is 
ready for use: 
 
Before (HDD) 2 min 46 sec 
After (SSD) 1 min 55 sec 
 
Time for Outlook to start up: 
 
Before (HDD) 12 sec 
After (SSD) 5 sec 
 

 
IT’S OFFICIAL 

WINDOWS 10 WILL BE FREE 
FOR WINDOWS 7 & 8 USERS 

 
A few weeks ago, a Microsoft 
spokesperson made an “official” 
announcement at a press conference, 
that Windows 10 will be offered for 
12 months as a free upgrade to users 
of Windows 7 or 8 and also Windows 
8 tablets.  There was no mention what 
the cost would be after that.   
 
MS is apparently trying to wean users 
away from earlier versions of 
Windows and onto the Windows 10 
bandwagon.  Check it out at 
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-
us/windows-10/about  
 
From the Windows 10 Technical 
Previews that I have been loading onto 
my computer, I will probably upgrade 
one of my notebooks to Win10 fairly 
soon after its’ release, although I’ll 
probably wait a few months before I 
upgrade my office computer - until the 
initial bugs are worked out.  Of 
course, a lot can happen before Win10 
is released.   
 
According to MS, as reported by 
various websites, Win10 will be 
released “this summer”, but the exact 
date or month is not being reported at 
this time. 
 

  



 
A HEADS UP  

ON VR AND AR 
 
Imagine that you are playing a 
computer game with goggles that 
block out everything but what the 
computer displays.  Hmmm – you see 
someone run from in front of you to 
behind you, so you turn your head and 
see them running away – virtually like 
in real life.  Or you are looking 
through the goggles at a walk through 
home displayed on a realtor’s website, 
but instead of scrolling the monitor 
display, you just turn your head to 
look around, using the keyboard or 
mouse to move ahead in whatever 
direction you are going. 
 
That is the latest big thing in 
computers and it’s referred to as 
Virtual Reality.  A firm named Oculus 
Rift is currently the main developer of 
VR headwear, and the product is still 
in its infancy, and there isn’t a very 
much software than it can be used 
with.  But it is the hot upcoming item 
for computers. 
 
If you read about VR, you will also 
come across the term AR, or 
Augmented Reality.  With an AR 
device, such as those that (reportedly) 
both Microsoft and Google are hotly 
working on, you can see through the 
goggles so that not everything is just 
what the computer displays.  Why AR 
instead of VR?  Well, AR is 
essentially a variation on the HUD 
(Heads Up Display) used in airplanes, 
and even some cars.  If you have a 
Prius with the GPS having a HUD 
(Heads Up Display), then you know 
what it looks like to drive, and have 
the turn arrows and your car speed 
appear right in front of you.   
 
With AR you would be able to look at 
a map as you walk, and see it 
superimposed over what you are 
seeing.   
 
It’s pretty amazing technology with 
usefulness far beyond just playing 
games. 
 

 
BETTER PDF READERS  
THAN ADOBE READER 

 

Data files must be read using a 
computer program designed for that 
file type.  For example, Microsoft 
Word has long used the .doc file 
format for its documents (now using 
the .docx format).  Until Word clones 
such as OpenOffice and LibreOffice 
came around, if you sent a .doc file to 
someone who used WordStar (an 
obsolete early word processing 
program), they would ask how to open 
it…and the only answer would be to 
buy Word.  You could just forget 
about sending a file made on a 
Windows computer to a Linux or 
Apple machine. 
 
Then Adobe came up with the idea of 
a file format that could be read by any 
computer without having to have the 
originating application (such as 
Microsoft Word) on their computer.  
Adobe named this the PDF (Portable 
Document File) format.  Adobe then 
made Adobe Acrobat Reader (now 
just Adobe Reader) free to everyone, 
and in versions usable on Windows, 
Apple, and Linux computers.  It was a 
hit and Adobe is still selling Adobe 
Acrobat, which is the program that is 
used to make .pdf files. 
 
Anything that can be printed, can be 
“printed” to a .pdf format file, and 
from there anyone who has Adobe 
Reader on their computer can open the 
file and see it almost exactly as it 
would have come out of the sender’s 
printer. 
 
Adobe Acrobat and Reader are still 
around and the leaders in the 
.pdf…but not the only game in town.  
Adobe Reader has become a bloated, 
slow loading and slow running 
program.  Have you ever downloaded 
a large (100 page) user guide and 
waited minutes for it to load in Adobe 
Reader? 
 
There are many free pdf readers that 
read pdf files, and which open and run 
much faster than Adobe Reader.  One 
of the first, and still very popular, is 
Foxit Reader, which is a very small 
and fast reader (download from 
http://www.foxitsoftware.com/Secure
_PDF_Reader/ ) 
 
That said, many of the alternative pdf 
readers cannot make use of advanced 
pdf features.  For this reason, although 

usually not commonly needed, it is a 
good idea to keep a copy of Adobe 
Reader on your computer, but you 
may want to use a faster reader for 
everyday use. 
 

 
BLOCK WEBSITE ADS 

 
When you browse the web, 
advertisements are often displayed and 
you can usually just X out of the ad to 
make it go away…but this is a 
nuisance.  There are several ad 
blockers around that, with varying 
degrees of effectiveness, can prevent 
most ads from being displayed. 
 
If there is a persistent ad or type of ad, 
then it may be from malware, and that 
is a different issue.  Nevertheless, 
most ads, and even some malware ads 
can be prevented from displaying. 
 
There are several ad blocking software 
available, mostly free.  The one with 
the best reviews is not necessarily the 
best one for you, so check them out on 
the internet. 
 
My current favorite is Adblock Plus, 
which is a free open-source program.  
You can download it from 
https://adblockplus.org/  
 
Adblock Plus (ABP) installs only on 
the browser that you are using when 
you download it.  If you generally use 
more than one browser (I alternate 
between Internet Explorer, Firefox, 
and Chrome) you should open each of 
these browsers and go to the download 
website to download & install ABP on 
each of your browsers. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list.   
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  I do not make any money on 
products that I recommended – they are just my 
personal suggestions. .Always backup your 

computer daily and make sure that System 

Restore is set to On. 


